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PRESS RELEASE 
Paris-Saclay, 17 August 2026 
 

Shanghai Ranking 2026:  
Université Paris-Saclay ranks 1st among French universities  

and in the world’s top 20 research universities. 
 
ShanghaiRanking Consultancy has published the 2026 Academic Ranking of World 
Universities (ARWU) on 15 August 2026. Ranked 13th worldwide, first in France and first 
in continental Europe, Université Paris-Saclay once again confirms its position as  
a world-leading research-intensive university. 
 
As it has every year since its creation in 2020, Université Paris-Saclay is ranked among the top 20 
universities in the ARWU. This international recognition of the quality of its research is the result of 
the continuous work and efforts of scientists and support staff across its some 220 laboratories, and 
more broadly of its entire teaching and research community. 
 
First published in 2003, the Shanghai Ranking ranks the 1,000 leading universities worldwide based 
on six criteria, including the number of Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals awarded, the number of Highly 
Cited Researchers, and the number of papers published in the scientific journals Nature and Science. 
Université Paris-Saclay has nine Nobel Prizes to its name, including its two most recent: the 2025 
Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences awarded to Philippe Aghion, an alumnus of ENS Paris-Saclay and 
a founding member of Université Paris-Saclay, and the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physics awarded to 
Michel Devoret, a Université Paris-Saclay doctoral graduate. The university also has twelve Fields 
Medals to its name, including the one awarded to Hong Wang in July 2026, as well as seventeen 
scientists among the most highly cited in their respective disciplines. 
 
The Shanghai Ranking is based primarily on criteria relating to the quality, intensity and reputation of 
research. These criteria reflect an institution’s ability to remain a leading institution for education and 
research over the long term, requiring sustained investment and the continued commitment of the 
academic communities involved. Université Paris-Saclay is pursuing the same ambition: to establish 
itself as a leading institution for education and research worldwide; a leading university with a strong 
focus on science, technology and medicine, and widely recognised for its strengths in mathematics, 
physics, biological and medical sciences, computer science, agriculture, engineering, law and 
economics. 
 
The international recognition provided by ARWU is a mark of quality not only for the laboratories,  
but above all for its students and graduates, who can thus draw on the national and international 
reputation associated with their institution and degree. 
 
"As this new ARWU ranking demonstrates, Université Paris-Saclay has now firmly 
established itself among the world’s leading universities. Of course, this ranking is not an 
end in itself, but it is an international mark of recognition that reflects the momentum within 
our community. It is also a source of pride for France, which has four of its universities 
ranked among the world’s top 100,” says Camille Galap, President of Université Paris-Saclay. 
 
He adds: “This recognised scientific quality is also the result of financial investment, which 
must be maintained to preserve this high level of research and innovation. I would like to 
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take this opportunity to reiterate the crucial role universities have to play in our societies in 
providing concrete responses to the major challenges of our time. Who better than us to help 
drive innovation within an ecosystem focused on collective progress, by training doctors, 
lawyers, teachers and engineers in cutting-edge fields that are essential to the country, as 
well as scientists and decision-makers capable of imagining and delivering responses to the 
societal challenges we will have to face? This is my conviction: universities must be placed 
at the heart of society.” 
 
 

***************** 

ABOUT UNIVERSITÉ PARIS-SACLAY 

Université Paris-Saclay was born from the shared ambition of French universities, grandes écoles and national 
research organisations. As a leading university in Europe and worldwide, it spans the fields of science and 
engineering, life sciences and health, and humanities and social sciences. The university’s research policy 
closely intertwines research and innovation, incorporating both basic and applied science to tackle major 
societal challenges. Université Paris-Saclay offers a varied range of degrees from undergraduate to doctoral 
level, including programmes offered in partnership with its grandes écoles, all of which are focused on student 
success and employability. The university prepares students for an ever-changing world where the ability to 
think critically, adapt and update their skills is crucial. Université Paris-Saclay also offers a comprehensive 
range of lifelong learning courses. Located to the south of Paris, the university extends across a vast and 
diverse local area. Its location strengthens both its international visibility and its close ties with its socio-
economic partners (major companies, SMEs, start-ups, local authorities and non-profit organisations). 

www.universite-paris-saclay.fr 
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